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Government secrecy. Those two words 
often seem to be synonymous and never 
more so than during the Cold War. Fifty 
years later the veil of secrecy is lifted. The 
secret operations covered up not only 
failed policies and bad decisions, but 
also robbed men and women who served 
from being recognized and honored for 
their achievements. 

Those who made the ultimate sacrifice 
doing what many believe kept our nation 
from harm were not acknowledged dur-
ing their lives, and their families suffered 
years of not knowing of the heroism of 

their loved ones. Finally, the details of the 
secret military flight to Area 51 that took 
the lives of these silent heroes can be told.

In Silent Heroes of the Cold War: Declassi-
fied, Kyril Plaskon tells what happened on 
a stormy day above Mount Charleston. 
With interviews from recovery crew, family 
members, and from declassified materials, 
the truth and the heroism of these men are 
celebrated.

•	Author appearances, book signings, 
media interviews

•	National newspaper ad campaign

•	Book website

Silent Heroes of the Cold War
The mysterious military plane crash on a Nevada mountain peak, 
and the families who endured an abyss of silence for generations.

About the  
Author
Kyril D. Plaskon is 
an award-winning 
broadcast and print 
journalist, and has 
worked both abroad 
and in various US 
states. 

As a reporter at KPBS-San Diego, 
he won Society of Professional Jour-
nalist’s top awards for exposing child 
sex tourism in Tijuana, Mexico. He has 
won awards also for covering cross-
border electricity and pollution issues 
during the energy crisis. 

Today, he is pursuing his master’s 
degree in journalism at UNLV and 
building a home at the base of Mount 
Charleston. 

Plaskon is a member of the Lee 
Canyon Ski Patrol and enjoys partici-
pating in triathlons. He resides in Las 
Vegas with wife, Mina and daughter 
Alara.

Kyril D. Plaskon
Las Vegas, Nevada

A unique glimpse into 
the character of those 
who served and into the 
extraordinary lengths taken 
to keep the rest of us from 
finding out what they did 
on our behalf.

—George Knapp
Investigative Reporter, KLAS 
Channel 8 News, Las Vegas


